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Florida Department of Transportation

RICK SCOTT 605 Suwannee Street )

GOVERNOR Tallahassee, FL 32399-0450 SECRETARY
October 2, 2012

Mzr. Martin C. Knopp :

ANANTH PRASAD, P.E,

U.S. Department of Transportation
Federal Highway Administration
Florida Division Office

545 John Knox Road, Suite 200
Tallahassee, F1. 32303

Fdi- 508 1y
I

Attention: Ms. Cathy Kendall, Environmental Specialist f“
‘s _0__";
RE:  Cultural Resource Assessment Survey of the New Interchange at I-95 and Elis Road

PD&E Study, Brevard County, Florida
Financial Management # 426905-1-22-01

Dear Ms. Kendall,

Enclosed please find the report titled Cultural Resource Assessment Survey of the New
Interchange at 1-95 and Ellis Road PD&E Study, Brevard County, Florida. The following

documents are included:

e One additional bound copy of the final repot.
One compact disk containing .pdf files for the final report.
One SHPO package containing one unbound copy of the CRAS final report, one

completed Survey Log Sheet, and accompanying documentation.

The enclosed report presents the findings of a Phase I cultural resource assessment survey
(CRAS) conducted in support of a Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study for a
new interchange on Interstate 95 (I-95) at Ellis Road in Brevard County, Florida. The Florida
Department of Transportation (FDOT), District 5, is considering the proposed construction of a
new interchange at Mile Post (MP) 22.07 on 1-95 as well as capacity improvements along Ellis
Road between 1-95 and NASA Boulevard. The project corridor for the present survey extends
from Wickham Road along Ellis Road to the proposed interchange with 1-95.

The archaeological survey resulted in the identification of one new archaeological site,
8BR2784, located along the north side of Ellis Road, east of John Rodes Boulevard and west of
Stan Drive. In the opinion of the Principal Investigator, site 8BR2784 is not eligible for listing in

the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).
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Three historic resources (8BR2781-8BR2783) were recorded within the APE. They were
evaluated as to their potential for listing in the NRHP. The resources all lack the architectural
distinction or significant historical associations necessary to be considered for listing in the
NRHP and have been determined ineligible. No potential NRUP districts were located due to the
lack of concentration of historic structures. No NRHP-listed or eligible resources were identified

within the Ellis Road PD&E APE. No further work is recommended.

Based on the results of this investigation, it is the opinion of the District that the proposed
undertaking will have no effect on historic resources eligible or potentially eligible for listing in
the NRHP. I respectfully request your concurrence with the findings of the enclosed CRAS
report. Should you concur, please indicate such in the signature box below and submit the
unbound copy of this document along with the accompanying Survey Log Sheet and electronic
Florida Master Site File forms to the Florida State Historic Preservation Officer, for review and
comment.

If you have any questions or need further assistance, pléase contact me at (386) 943-5411.

e

William G. Walsh
Environmental Administrator
FDOT, District Five

Sincerely,




The FHEWA finds the attached Cultural Resources Assessment Report complete and
sufficient and 1 approves /___ does not approve the above recommendations and
findings.

The FHWA requests the SHPO’s opinion on the sufficiency of the attached report and the
SHPO’s opinion on the recommendations and findings contained in this cover letter and in
the comment block below.

FHWA Comments:

Is/ CW /0/30/1‘2/
For: Martin C. Knopp Date !
Division Administrator

Florida Division - o
Federal Highway Administration

The Florida State Historic Preservation Officer:

__\_/ finds the attached report complete and sufficient and __\/concurs/ ___does not concur
with the findings and recommendations contained in this cover letter.

____does not find the attached report complete and sufficient and requires additional
information in order to provide an opinion on the potential effects of the proposed project
on historic resources.

i) S Bertier 7. IMattzct, DSHPO J— 16~ 2012

Florida State Historic Preservation Officer Date

2012-4897

DHR Project No.




























United States Department of the Interior

U. S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

7915 BAYMEADOWS WAY, SUITE 200
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32256-7517

IN REPLY REFER TO:

FWS Log No. 41910-DOT- 2015-1-0330

July 29, 2015

Mr. William G. Walsh

Florida Department of Transportation
Environmental Administrator
District Five

605 Suwannee Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0450

RE: I-95/ Ellis Road Interchange Protected Species Surveys
Dear Mr. Walsh:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has completed its review of the 2015 Protected
Species Surveys and Informal Consultation for the I-95/ Ellis Road Interchange from 1-95 to
Wickham Road, submitted in May 27, 2015, and additional information submitted via email on
July 6, 2015. The survey information was used to support of the Florida Department of
Transportation’s (FDOT) determination of “may affect, not likely to adversely affect” for the
species listed below in the letter. The Service provides the following comments in accordance
with section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (Act), as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Audubon’s Crested Caracara (Polyborus plancus audubonii)

The caracara is a resident, diurnal, non-migratory species that occurs in Florida as well as the
Southwestern U.S. and Central America. Only the Florida population, which is isolated from the
remainder of the species, is listed as threatened under the Act. Suitable habitat for this species
includes wet and dry prairies, improved pastures and lightly wooded areas. Cabbage palms,
cypress, scrub oaks and saw palmetto may be habitat indicators as to the presence or absence of
this species. The Service coordinated with FDOT and their consultant through emails, phone
calls, and site visits to assist with survey design and protocol. During the survey period only
three caracara sightings were recorded, but no evidence of nesting behavior or territorial displays
were observed. Based the survey data and behavior of the caracara’s observed, the Service
concurs with the “may affect, not likely to adversely affect” determination.

Eastern Indigo Snake (Drymarchon corais couperi)

The eastern indigo snake occurs in a broad range of terrestrial habitat types throughout Florida.
Although they have a preference for uplands, they also utilize some wetlands and agricultural
areas. FDOT used the Service’s Eastern Indigo Snake Programmatic Effect Key and project
specific habitat assessments, and gopher tortoise surveys to analyze potential impacts to the
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species. According to the habitat assessment, the proposed project will affect less than one acre
of xeric habitat and will impact only one active gopher tortoise. Based on land use, proposed
impacts to snake refugia (e.g. gopher tortoise burrow), historical observation data, and FDOT’s
commitment to implement the Standard Protection Measures for the Eastern Indigo Snake, the
Service concurs with a ‘may affect, but not likely to adversely affect’ determination for the
Eastern indigo snake.

Florida Scrub Jay (4phelocoma coerulescens)

Potential habitat for the Florida scrub jay occurs at the proposed pond location, Pond 4A, and
one scrub-jay was observed on October 11, 2013, during a single survey event. The Service
recommended further evaluation and spring surveys based on these results. However, FDOT’s
final design eliminated Pond 4A from the project plan and proposed to minimize impacts to the
area. As designed, impacts are slated to occur only on a portion of the property adjacent to Ellis
Road for the proposed relocation of a canal. Because of the known occurrence in the area, FDOT
conducted surveys for the species in March 2015, on the section adjacent to the right-of-way that
is slated to be used for the canal location; no jays were observed. Based on avoidance,
minimization, and survey data from the proposed canal relocation right-of-way, the Service
concurs with a ‘may affect, but not likely to adversely affect’ determination for the Florida scrub

jay.

Thank you for your cooperation and based on FDOT’s determination and the Service’s
concurrence, no further action is required. Reinitiating consultation is required if new
information reveals effects of the agency action may affect listed species or critical habitat in a
manner or to an extent not considered in this consultation; the agency action is subsequently
modified in a manner that causes an effect to a listed species or critical habitat not considered in
this consultation; if unauthorized take of any listed species (Audubon’s crested caracaras, eastern
indigo snake, or Florida scrub jay) occur during construction; or a new species is listed or critical
habitat designated that may be affected by the action. If you have any questions regarding this
response, please contact Ms. Tera Baird, of my staff at (904) 731-3196 or Ms. Lourdes Mena at
(904) 731-3119.

Sincerely,

pel
B. Hett n
Field Supervisor

cC:
Catherine Owen, FDOT District Five
Joseph Sullivan, FHWA












United States Department of the Interior
U. S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

7915 BAYMEADOWS WAY, SUITE 200
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32256-7517

IN REPLY REFER TO:

FWS Log No. 04EF1000-2016-1-0007

October 9, 2015

Casey Lyon

Environmental Permit Coordinator

Florida Department of Transportation, District 5
719 S. Woodland Blvd.

Deland, FL 32720

RE: 1-95/Ellis Road Interchange and Ellis Road from 1-95 to Wickham Road (CR 509) Project
Development & Environment (PD&E) Study Wood Stork Effects Determination

Brevard County, Florida
FDOT FPID Number: 426905-1-22-01

Dear Ms. Lyon:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has completed its review of the Wood Stork
(Mycteria americana) information provided in the Wetland Evaluation and Biological
Assessment Report (WEBAR) and the request for concurrence for the [-95/Ellis Road
Interchange and Ellis Road from [-95 to Wickham Road (CR 509) Project PD&E Study
determination. The Service received a request from the Florida Department of Transportation
(FDOT) for informal consultation on October 1, 2015, to review FDOT’s effects determination
for impacts to wood storks from the proposed study. The PD&E study includes the future
extension of the St. John’s Heritage Parkway and extends to the proposed location of the I-
95/Ellis Road interchange. A proposed bridge over I-95 and right-of-way is also included in the
Study. The Service provides the following comments in accordance with section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (Act), as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 ef seq.).

The Service has reviewed FDOT’s effects determination and commitments, as well as the
information provided in the WEBAR, and the most recent data for wood stork colonies in
Brevard County for potential impacts to species listed under the Endangered Species Act. The
proposed project will impact 21.29 acres of herbaceous wetlands and 1.45 acres of ditches and
borrow pond littoral zone. FDOT identified core foraging areas of six (6) wood stork colonies
within the proposed project’s impact area. To offset impacts to wetlands used as wood stork
core foraging areas (CFA) FDOT proposes the creation of 0.66 acres of stormwater management
ponds, which will serve the proposed project, and the purchase of 22.08 acres of herbaceous
wetlands in the Mary A. Ranch Wetland Mitigation Bank. The mitigation bank is located within
two of the six wood stork colonies CFA (No. 616003 and No. 616119) identified by FDOT.

Telemetry data from birds tracked from 2004-2014 shows that wood storks used the area around
the proposed project and were active in at least five of the identified colonies within the 13-mile



Florida Department of Transportation FWS Log No. 04EF1000-2016-1-0007 2

suitable core foraging habitat buffer. The Kemper Ranch, Deseret Ranch, Grange Island BC49,
Brevard County Maintenance Shop, Micco South BC52, and Lake Poinsett colonies were all
active in Brevard County in 2014. None of these active colonies are within 2,500 feet of the
proposed project. It is also our understanding that FDOT’s commitments were taken into
account in their effects determination. The Service identified the Micco South BC53 and the
Grange Island BC49 as active colonies having their CFAs within 13 miles of the Mary A. Ranch
mitigation bank. In addition, all of the other colonies identified are within the service area of the
mitigation bank. After analyzing our data and the information provided by FDOT the Service
concurs with FDOT’s determination of “may affect not likely to adversely affect”.

Thank you for considering the effects of your proposed project on fish and wildlife, and the
ecosystems upon which they depend. Although this does not represent a biological opinion as
described in Section 7 of the Act, it does fulfill the requirements of the Act. Should changes to
the proposed project occur or new information regarding fish and wildlife resources become
available, further consultation with the Service should be initiated to assess any or further
potential impacts. If you have any questions, please contact Lourdes Mena at (904)731-3119.

Sincerely,

pew o

427~ Jay B. Herrington
Field Supervisor

cc:  Joe Sullivan, FHWA
William Walsh, FDOT District 5



