
 
Save Our Indian River Lagoon Project Plan 

September 2023 Progress Report 
WORK COMPLETED THIS MONTH: 

• Satellite Beach Hedgecock/Grabowsky & DeSoto Fields Septic to Sewer project complete 
• Leaky Lateral Repairs – 419 of 649 detected private sewer leaks have been repaired; 63 grant 

applications received; 51 payments processed 
• Quick Connects –9 more reimbursements processed of 112 to date; 312 agreements executed.  Over 

250 sewer connection applications have been requested by homeowners since the most recent mailing 
• Septic Upgrades –15 more reimbursement processed of 190 to date; 337 total agreements executed 
• Sykes Creek Phase 1 Muck Dredging – Dredging complete for Phase 1; 76,497 cubic yards removed 
• University of Central Florida conducted monitoring of oysters at McNabb Park. Three months after 

deployment, both size classes of oysters in gabions had grown larger.  The population of adult oysters 
in gabions decreased by 33% while the spat population decreased by 12%. One month after 
deployment, the number of gardened oysters on prisms decreased from 195 to 101 per square meter.  

• Videos:  Don Deis’ My Lagoon Story, Septic Maintenance PSAs 
• $100M Indian River Lagoon and other State Grant Programs – prepared and submitted 21 septic to 

sewer funding requests, 14 for muck removal, 4 for mobile home park conversion to sewer; 2 for 
package plant conversion to central sewer; funding for 200 homeowner quick connects to sewer, 100 
homeowner septic upgrades, 2 innovative technologies, 1 water quality model and 1 resilience model 

WORK UNDERWAY THIS MONTH: 
• 2023 Audit – responses to all file requests and questions complete; Report expected in November 
• 6 Derelict Vessels Removed 
• South Central C Septic-to-Sewer – 92.8% complete; awaiting FPL power connection  
• Micco Sewer Line Extension – 89% complete; lift station plumbing and electrical work underway; 

partial site restoration underway 
• Brevard County Septic-to-Sewer – 100% design underway and preparing permit submittals for South 

Banana Zone B and Merritt Island Zones F; 75% design review complete for North Merritt Island Zone 
E; 75% under review for Sykes Creek M; 75% design underway for Micco Zone B, Sykes Creek Zone R, 
Sykes Creek Zone T; FPL installing power line for Sykes Creek Zone N 

• Basin 958 Pioneer Rd – Design for a retaining wall is underway 
• Grand Canal Muck Dredging – Dredging underway; 277,728 cubic yards removed 
• Sykes Creek Phase 2 Muck Dredging – Gopher tortoise relocation scheduled for this month 
• Eau Gallie Muck Dredging – Task Order executed for engineering services; working on bid documents 
• Canaveral South Muck Dredging – Preparing procurement documents for engineering services 
• Oyster Bars - Brevard Zoo is constructing 4,700 square feet of oyster bars in the Northern Indian River 
• TDC-funded Recreation and Manatee Field Guides – 70,000 brochures arrived; 33 sign panels ordered 
• FDEP Innovative Technology Grant – AECOM’s algae harvesting demonstration project is underway 
• Videos underway: Bobby Putnam’s My Lagoon Story, AECOM Algae Harvesting, and Septic to Sewer 

Quick Connects 
  



 
PRESENTATIONS THIS MONTH:  
September 7 – Suntree Country Club Environmental Committee 
UPCOMING LAGOON SCIENCE FORUMS AND PUBLIC EVENTS: 
September 12 – Ocean Research & Conservation Association Lab Technique Training: Pipetting 101 
September 13 – AECOM Demonstration of Harvesting Algae from the Indian River Lagoon 
September 21 – Ocean Research & Conservation Association Introduction of Citizen Science Projects 
September 21 – Community Advocacy for Merritt Island – Bringing Back Our Blue Lagoon 
October 19-20 – Marine Resources Council Low Impact Development Conference 
UPCOMING VOLUNTEER PARTICIPATION OPPORTUNITIES: 
September 9- Brevard Zoo’s Restore Our Shores Oyster Bar Supply Making 
September 12 – Ocean Research & Conservation Association Particle Analysis - Email Veronica To Register 
September 11- Brevard Zoo’s Restore Our Shores Reef Building 
September 13- Brevard Zoo’s Restore Our Shores Reef Building 
September 14 – Ocean Research & Conservation Association Fish Processing - Email Missy Weiss To Register 
September 16 – Marine Resources Council International Coastal Cleanup 
September 16 – City of Melbourne International Coastal Cleanup 
September 21 – Ocean Research & Conservation Association Fish Processing - Email Missy Weiss To Register 
September 27 – Ocean Research & Conservation Association Native Plant Nursery - Email Wyatt To Register 
October 6 – Marine Resources Council First Friday Litter Patrol 
Space Coast Surfrider Foundation Blue Water Task Force Monitoring – Email Chis Baker for more information 
Ocean Research & Conservation Association Pollution Mapping equipment cleaning – Email Veronica to signup 
Marine Resources Council super-clam monitoring, storm drain marking in Melbourne, and Concrete Creations 

Program seeking volunteers – Email Caitlin Bagnall to register 
Rotary Park rain garden maintenance or storm drain marking in Cocoa – Email Carlos Cuevas for opportunities  
Pineda Waterway Warriors Cleanup – Every 2nd Saturday under Tropical Trail Exit overpass – Email Sherill for 

more information 
WEBSITE, SOCIAL MEDIA, NEWSLETTER, AND REPORT LINKS:
Lagoon Loyal Outreach & Engagement Landing Page 
Save Our Indian River Lagoon Website  
Save Our Indian River Lagoon Facebook 
Save Our Indian River Lagoon Instagram 

Save Our Indian River Lagoon YouTube 
Sign up for our Monthly Newsletter  
Sign up for our Weekly Harmful Algal Bloom Reports  

FUTURE TOPICS FOR SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS: 
1. Lagoon Project Feasibility Study Update by St Johns River Water Management District 
2. Regional Wastewater Treatment Feasibility Study by the Economic Development Commission 
3. Surface Water Remediation Technologies 
4. Turf grass options and alternatives 
5. Lagoon Projects - managed and funded by other agencies, entities, or grant programs 
6. Nutrient Loading Impacts of Reclaimed Water 
7. Project Performance Measurements and Cost-Effectiveness Results 
8. Inground Nitrogen Reducing Bioreactor Septic Drain Field Pilot Project Findings 
9. Super Clam Restoration and Aquaculture Stimulus Projects 

http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=VAGGw4zHikj3d-2F5242H3Zg8ehgRvxlhwiIqk0k8EhHkIwBxGDNldaK11qDwnnX3uKb-2BLjwY-2B-2B8pWOc9K72MSljYT6UwNIucI7rVYhV5FxYD5xjWAyiW0viu2JQ11S4JKSxQr_NyUSH89yFL5-2FAcTnJyVs3V1wjT2s19JYxFw3rlWnWuRx-2B2kup2aCeC89jgPe0Vq8-2B8tllBybwkPlHB8nRc8HIPJVpumst-2FDTHAA2FICwQ1NdoZvs3VdZ7UAuydhj5Rre90OtxG5yh1e0rS1Frjey68-2FptLq720Gona0WOGaj7pAJ9yx8PzfC09l6-2BJk-2FxisrT2kZa0HO1ai6GVVLYM9okjIF4tavJohyFPhCH4eUYeLxIj4w9v3I-2FhxGxAXRsGCnxswcgG6zV8Xbj9GDx17OfBgzZ0Hf0g2gRIH9tjkNeblLpXpojnq3pHR6ws4iiloJS15X-2BvOY4n4DQdjcf5xEstUMlHSHsSMt-2F3gCy5b-2BQ24-3D
http://em.networkforgood.com/ls/click?upn=VAGGw4zHikj3d-2F5242H3Zg8ehgRvxlhwiIqk0k8EhHkIwBxGDNldaK11qDwnnX3uzXBxI-2Bpk67J2uTGP2UiVTF1SbmnqwE-2Beouj9Kov3M02paTngiSKR6jq45hGvtHWfDIpxgwCoCwgct8RFIWMTbA-3D-3D-9Qk_NyUSH89yFL5-2FAcTnJyVs3V1wjT2s19JYxFw3rlWnWuRx-2B2kup2aCeC89jgPe0Vq8-2B8tllBybwkPlHB8nRc8HIPJVpumst-2FDTHAA2FICwQ1NdoZvs3VdZ7UAuydhj5Rre90OtxG5yh1e0rS1Frjey68-2FptLq720Gona0WOGaj7pB5CKextlKQwoDnYB2ZtjTMqH-2Fp1IYE7G2QFHePa2tTHur8jsWz-2B30sTDVN2kdWDw069bwJjA9-2BdO7RI5bcQmUEqehoG0bhfBpyks3Uz8XyEPpGqjxvO5qDPhgyEtsYonq-2BMBWMKa-2BB6iMae3KAFDIhJTDK04D5lpKr-2BlDP-2BcK2ILGQ2KUM7-2BmWsMT2lwrcwT4-3D
https://www.facebook.com/events/304075488875530?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%5d%7D
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mrc-low-impact-development-conference-tickets-654386105457?aff=mrcirl
https://restoreourshores.org/get-involved/volunteer-we-need-you/volunteer-sign-ups/?sheet_id=432
mailto:vcancio@teamorca.org?subject=Native%20Plant%20Nursery%20Maintenance%20Volunteer
https://restoreourshores.org/get-involved/volunteer-we-need-you/volunteer-sign-ups/?sheet_id=434
https://restoreourshores.org/get-involved/volunteer-we-need-you/volunteer-sign-ups/?sheet_id=435
mailto:mweiss@teamorca.org?subject=Citizen%20Science%20Nurserty%20Maintenance%20Day%20Registration
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001MpbKqQ0Wl5HlVN_hIArM6_4lkIFT7wI5h1LJ6mt3nZkGQ_zZA-GoY2ArwWFNTGl5UQD4DkER28XcfV879ybie73NN7aWplVmoMhHKHzfWjWT8p9g6lJ6pEo-l49ioGje2AuuHmgiG7tuUi4J5pQVGxLJAjh7GjkKTyvRkPXbSBVx0qe372h9QKvXnwknEV7WzHbYfCFoqRtP17EkC3YGHBekZHCNXR5m&c=MQ_nd5iG6zqnPOUhQD0VBir8aousotgCxPIiCafIo4wGlB8NuJHzPQ==&ch=C8Qy_vCBU4R8jO7muGeie706jM3lPECVpRcUC3oy94Azu8m4msDMFA==
https://www.melbourneflorida.org/Home/Components/News/News/9909/381
mailto:mweiss@teamorca.org?subject=Citizen%20Science%20Nurserty%20Maintenance%20Day%20Registration
mailto:wmartin@teamorca.org?subject=Native%20Plant%20Nursery%20Maintenance%20Volunteer
https://savetheirl.org/resources/calendar/
mailto:chair@spacecoast.surfrider.org?subject=Blue%20Water%20Task%20Force%20Monitoring
mailto:vcancio@teamorca.org?subject=Pollution%20Mapping%20Equipment%20Cleaning
mailto:Caity@mrcirl.org?subject=Super%20Clam%20Monitoring
mailto:carlos.cuevas@brevardfl.gov
mailto:core4@pinedawaterwaywarriors.com
mailto:core4@pinedawaterwaywarriors.com
https://lagoonloyal.com/
http://www.brevardfl.gov/SaveOurLagoon
https://www.facebook.com/BrevardCountySaveOurLagoon
https://www.instagram.com/saveourlagoon/
https://youtube.com/@saveourlagoon
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/MZxOAg7/ProgressReport
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/ZgsHzNP/ProgressReport
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