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Barium. In 2018 Barium was detected at a level of 0.0072 ppm, which is below the 
maximum acceptable limit of 2 ppm. Barium may be found in drinking water due to 
discharge of drilling wastes, discharge from metal refineries, or erosion of natural 
deposits. 

Sodium. In 2018 Sodium was detected at a level of 32.9 ppm, which is below the 
maximum acceptable limit of 160 ppm. Sodium may be found in drinking water due 
to salt water intrusion or leaching from soil. 

Chloramines. In 2020 chloramines were detected at an average level of 1.8 ppm, 
which is below the acceptable limit of 4 ppm. Chloramines are added to drinking 
water to control microbes.  

Haloacetic Acids. In 2018 Haloacetic Acids were detected at a level of 16 ppb, 
which is below the maximum acceptable limit of 60 ppb. Haloacetic Acids are a by-
product of drinking water disinfection.  

Total Trihalomethanes. In 2018 Total Trihalomethanes were detected at a level of 
9.5 ppb, which is below the maximum acceptable limit of 80 ppb. Total 
Trihalomethanes are a by-product of drinking water disinfection.  

Copper. In 2019 Copper was detected at a level of 0.088 ppm, which is below the 
maximum acceptable limit of 1.3 ppm. Copper may be found in drinking water due to 
corrosion of household plumbing systems, erosion of natural deposits, or leaching 
from wood preservatives.  

Lead. In 2019 Lead was detected at a level of 0.6 ppb, which is below the maximum 
acceptable limit of 15 ppb. Lead may be found in drinking water due to corrosion of 
household plumbing systems or erosion of natural deposits.  

Color. In 2019 Color was detected at a level of 20 (maximum acceptable limit =15). 
Color may be found in drinking water due to naturally occurring organics. Color is 
considered a secondary contaminant, and has no health effects. It does have 
aesthetic effects on the water and can change the tint and the taste.  

Iron. In 2019 Iron was detected at a level of 0.45 ppm (maximum acceptable 
limit=0.3 ppm). Iron may be found in drinking water due to natural occurrence from 
soil leaching. Iron is considered a secondary contaminant, and has no health effects. It 
does have aesthetic effects on the water and can change the tint and the taste. 

Water Quality Terms Defined 
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): The level of a contaminant in drinking 

water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a 
margin of safety. 
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Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The highest level of a contaminant that is 
allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the 
best available treatment technology. 

Action Level (AL): The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers 
treatment or other requirements that a water system must follow. 

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL): The highest level of a disinfectant 
allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant 
is necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 

Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG): The level of a drinking water 
disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do 
not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants. 

ppm = Parts Per Million - one part by weight of analyte to 1 million parts by weight 
of the water sample. 

ppb = Parts Per Billion - one part by weight of analyte to 1 billion parts by weight of 
the water sample. 

Not Applicable (N/A): Does not apply to this section 

Inorganic Contaminants  

Contaminant 
and Unit of 

Measure 

Sampling 
Date 

(mo./yr.) 

MCL 
Violation 

Y/N 

Level 
Detected MCLG MCL Likely Source of Contamination 

Arsenic (ppb) 6/2018 No 0.5 0 10 
Erosion of natural deposits; runoff from 

orchards; runoff from glass and electronics 
production wastes 

Barium (ppm) 6/2018 No 0.0072 2 2 
Discharge of drilling wastes; discharge 

from metal refineries; erosion of natural 
deposits 

Fluoride 
(ppm) 6/2018 No 0.22 4 4 

Erosion of natural deposits; discharge from 
fertilizer and aluminum factories. Water 

additive which promotes strong teeth 
when at the optimum level of 0.7 ppm 

Sodium 
(ppm) 6/2018 No 32.9 NA 160 Salt water intrusion; leaching from soil 

Nitrate (ppm) 5/2020 No 0.096 10 10 
Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from 
septic tanks, sewage; erosion of natural 

deposits 
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Secondary Contaminants 

Contaminant and Unit of 
Measure 

Sampling 
Date 

(mo./yr.) 

MCL 
Violation 

Y/N 

Level 
Detected MCLG MCL Likely Source of 

Contamination 

Color (color units) 3/2019 Yes 20 NA 15 Naturally occurring 
organics 

Iron (ppm) 3/2019 Yes 0.45 NA 0.3 Natural occurrence 
from soil leaching 

Note: During the 2019 monitoring, Color and Iron exceeded the maximum contaminant levels. 
These secondary contaminants have no health effects. They do have aesthetic effects on the water 
and can change the tint and the taste. The County is aware of these issues and is making every 
effort to monitor our water supply and keep it within the MCL parameters. 
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