
 

Brevard County Libraries 
We are shaking things up a bit with our Summer Reading Program 2021! 

In this week’s Storytime Packet, discover Urban Animals! Enjoy some suggested reads, 
rhymes, fingerplays, and craft centered around squirrels, mice, raccoons and bats! 

All suggested reads can be found in the Brevard County Public Library System and are 
available to be checked out. 
This packet consists of two fully developed storytimes: Babies & Toddlers, and Preschool. 
Each storytime can be used for all ages though and are for early literacy enrichment and 
education at home. 

Why storytime? 
- Literacy development starts early in life and is highly correlated with school 

achievement. 
- Reading and storytelling with your child promotes brain development and imagination, 

teaches your child about language and emotions, and strengthens your relationship. 
- You don’t always need to read books! Try looking at picture books, singing rhymes and 

songs, or telling stories from your culture.  

 
Connect with us at: 

Brevard Public Libraries 
www.brev.org 

Brevard Public Libraries on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/BrevardCountyLibraries 

Storytime, STEAM, Craft, and Teen Packets developed by the Youth Services Department 

http://www.brev.org/
http://www.facebook.com/BrevardCountyLibraries


Urban Animals Storytime 

Babies & Toddlers 
Suggested Books: 
“Squirrels Leap, Squirrels Sleep” by April Pulley Sayre 
“Busy Little Squirrel” by Nancy Tafuri 
“If You Plant a Seed” by Kadir Nelson 
“I am Bat” by Morag Hood 
"Mouse’s First Summer" by Lauren Thompson 

Lapsit/Knee Bounce: “Hey Diddle, Diddle” 
Hey diddle, diddle, the cat and the fiddle, 

(Bounce child gently up and down) 
The cow jumped over the moon! 

(Lift child up) 
The little dog laughed to see such sport, and 

(Bounce child gently) 
The dish ran away with the spoon! 

(Give child a tummy tickle) 
[REPEAT RHYME] 

Action Rhyme:  
“Hickory Dickory Dock” 
(Stand up straight and tall) 
Hickory dickory dock, the mouse ran up the clock. 
(Reach down to your toes, then “run” your fingers up your body, and stretch arms all the way up) 
The clock struck one, the mouse ran down. 
(Clap hands above head, then “run” your fingers down your body to your toes) 
Hickory dickory dock, tick tock! (Clap hands loudly on the words “tick tock”) 

Try these additional verses using the same actions: 

Hickory dickory dock, the squirrel ran up the clock. 
The clock struck two, the squirrel ran down. 
Hickory dickory dock, tick tock! 

Hickory dickory dock, the raccoon ran up the clock. 
The clock struck three, the raccoon ran down. 
Hickory dickory dock, tick tock! 



Fingerplay: “Baby Mice” 

(a counting rhyme) 

(Start with five fingers “hidden” inside a fist) 
Where are the baby mice? Squeak, squeak, squeak. 
I cannot see them! (Shake head “no”) Peek, peek, peek. 
Here they come from their hole in the wall, 
One, two, three, four, five! That’s all! 
(Show fingers one at a time) 
[REPEAT RHYME] 

Tickle Rhyme: “The Garden Snail” 

Slowly, slowly, very slowly, creeps the garden snail. 

(Slowly walk fingers up child’s body from right toe to head.) 

Slowly, slowly, very slowly, up the garden rail. 

(Slowly walk fingers up child’s body from left toe to head.) 

Quickly, quickly, very quickly goes the little mouse. 

(Do the same action quickly, ending with a tummy tickle.) 

Quickly, quickly, very quickly, all around the house! 

(Repeat action and tummy tickle.) 

Little Mouse, Little Mouse Activity: cutouts located on last page 
1. Cut out the houses and the mouse. 
2. Play the game:  Place at least three houses on a table. Ask your child to hide their eyes or 

leave the room for moment. Hide the mouse under one of the houses, then ask your child to 
open their eyes or come back into the room. 

3. Ask your child which of the colored houses they think the little mouse is hiding in. 
4. Say: “Little Mouse, Little Mouse, are you in the [color] house?”  
5. Lift up that color house to reveal whether the mouse is there, or not!  Repeat until Little Mouse 

is discovered, having your child repeat the words with you. 
6. Be prepared to play this game again…and again! 

Images are credited to www.chicklink.com as part of “Baby Related Inspirations” 

http://www.chicklink.com/


Preschool 
Suggested Books: 
“Those Darn Squirrels!” by Adam Rubin 
“Earl the Squirrel” by Don Freeman 
“Raccoon Tune” by Nancy Shaw 
“Bats at the Library” by Brian Lies 
“Superbat” by Matt Carr 
“Raccoon on His Own” by Jim Arnosky 

Rhyme: “Busy Little Squirrel” 
Busy, busy, busy, busy, busy little squirrel.  (clap hands on each syllable) 
Running, running, jumping, in a dizzy whirl. (whirl hands around each other) OR (do actions indicated: 
run in place, jump, and spin around) 
Stopping now and then to eat, a tasty little acorn treat. (pretend to eat acorn) 
Busy, busy, busy, busy, busy little squirrel.  (clap hands on each syllable) 
[REPEAT RHYME] 

Action Rhyme: “Raccoon See, Raccoon Do” 
(Do actions as indicated) 
Raccoon see, raccoon do . . . raccoon can jump, can you? 
Squirrel see, squirrel do . . . squirrel can touch his toes, can you? 
Mouse see, mouse do . . . mouse can scratch her head, can you? 
Bat see, bat do . . . bat can flap her wings, can you? 
[Repeat rhyme using other urban animals like pigeon, rabbit, duck, and actions such as:  pat tummy, 
clap hands, turn around, sit down] 

Song: “Flutter, Flutter Little Bat” 
(Sung to the tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star” - DLTK Holidays) 
Flutter, flutter little bat. 
How I wonder where you’re at! 
Up above the midnight sky, 
Peeking down with shining eyes. 
Flutter, flutter little bat. 
How I wonder where you’re at! 



Flannel Board/Prop Story: “Two City Pigeons” 

[Make the two pigeon finger puppets to use with this rhyme] 

Two city pigeons sitting on a statue, (Hold up pointer finger of each hand) 
One named Jack, the other named Sue. (Wiggle one pointer finger, then the other) 
Fly away, Jack. Fly away Sue. (Move one finger behind back, then the other) 
Come back, Jack! Come back, Sue! (Bring finger in front, then the other) 
[REPEAT RHYME, letting your child choose different names for the pigeons] 

Story Tie-in: Check out one of the Pigeon books by Mo Willems and use one of your 
finger puppets to act out the story! 
“Don’t Let the Pigeon Ride the Bus!”  
“Don’t Let the Pigeon Stay Up Late!” 
“The Pigeon Finds a Hot Dog!” 
“The Pigeon Wants a Puppy!” 
These are just a few of the titles by Mo Willems starring Pigeon! 

Pigeon Finger Puppets Craft: located on next page 
You will need: scissors, crayons, and tape 

1. Color the two pigeon puppets.
2. Cut along only the dashed lines to cut out the puppets.
3. Fold each puppet in half along the black solid line.
4. Cut along the dotted lines under the pigeon’s wings
5. Roll the bottom into a tube so that the arrows touch; then tape it together. It should be a

little bit bigger than your child’s pointer finger.
6. Yay! You just made finger puppets!



 

 
Credit: Mo Willems PigeonPresents.com 

https://www.pigeonpresents.com/
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